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here Raeburn also joined it a month later, having
to some extent recovered and pluckily determined
to put in what work he could for the Expedition.
Kharta is situated at an elevation of only 12,300
feet ; the climate was mild and there was plenty
of vegetation and the people could grow crops.
It was, therefore, a delicious change for Mallory
and Bullock. For sublime as had been the region
in which they had been working its austerity is
more than man can endure for long.
We are grown accustomed to hearing of men
climbing about on mountains at altitudes of 20,000
feet and more, and the climbers themselves make
so little now of their breathlessness and sickness,
that we are apt to forget that this is not done
without strain upon them. They acclimatize
themselves to these high altitudes, but the verve
in them most evidently goes. A man with the
fiery spirit of Mallory retains his determination.
But it has become a cold hard resolve, not a joyous,
ardent purpose. For the time being high altitudes
do take the spring and the sheer delight in moun-
taineering out of a man. It becomes a drudgery
which he has to drive himself to. The enjoyment
of it he only gets long afterwards when the blur
of fatigue and discomfort has vanished and the
impressions he has received are able to shine forth
in their glory.
And magnificent as the mountains are, the parts
of them with which men working up a glacier come
more immediately in contact, and which are all